THE BRITAIN-AUSTRALIA SOCIETY
WEST COUNTRY BRANCH
BRISTOL - CORNWALL - DEVON - DORSET - GLOUCESTERSHIRE - SOMERSET – WILTSHIRE

To West Country Branch Members of the Britain-Australia Society

BRANCH NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2016
Note from the Chairman - Keith Newton
Dear Members,
Welcome to the February 2016 Branch newsletter.
It was wonderful to see so many at our Australia Day
Service on January 24 at Wells Cathedral and joining
us for the lunch at the Swan Hotel. Thank you
especially to Lady Heath for helping organise the
service including drafting a prayer for Australia, which
was lead by Canon Featherstone, and also for reading
the reading from the Old Testament. We lunched at
the Swan hotel where we were extremely fortunate to
have Lord and Lady Howell attend and for Lord Howell
to be our guest speaker. He was extremely engaging
and entertaining and his address was outstanding in
what was an excellent, and fun, day. Special thanks to
Eva Hamilton for organising the raffle and preparing
the quiz prizes of traditional Australian “lollies”. (Or
“sweeties” for you Brits).
It was also great to have a full house at the Bath &
County Club for our viewing of the ABC documentary
Arthur Phillip – Governor, Sailor, Spy on November 23.
As usual, Sir Roger Carrick was informative and
amusing in introducing the documentary to our
members and guests, including a number of local
students from Bath Universities. After the viewing
members joined Sir Roger and the immediate past
Mayor of Bath, Councillor Cherry Beath, for dinner at
the Club.
I am happy to report the branch is still strong,
although as our treasurer, Alan Cox reminds us we
need to closely manage our finances, and rebuild our
bank account balance - please remember your
membership renewals. We have number of functions
organised for this year including our traditional ANZAC
Day Service and lunch at Sutton Veny on April 24, the
Admiral Arthur Phillip Birthday Commemoration
service and lunch at Bathhampton on October 10, and

also an invitation from the Woodland Trust on August
24, for members to attend the unveiling of a memorial
from the Australian Department of Veterans Affairs at
Bishops Knoll Wood, near Bristol to commemorating
the use of Bishops Knoll as a WWI hospital for
Australian troops. The house at Bishops Knoll was
generously donated and financed as a hospital by the
owners, the Bush family, of both the West Country of
the UK and Western Australia. I look forward to seeing
many of you at these events, as well as at our AGM,
which will be held on April 24th, in the morning,
immediately before the Anzac Day lunch,
I am also pleased to report that Nationally, the Society
is going very well. As a member of the National
Committee, I can report the finances are healthy,
membership and sponsorships are up, and the
number of events, and attendance at events, have
increased over the past few years. On February 22nd
I, and a number of our Branch members, attended the
evening at St James Palace with our National Patron,
Prince Phillip, The Duke of Edinburgh, to celebrate the
45th anniversary of the Society, and of him being the
Patron. To commemorate the event we will plant a
tree at Stoke Lodge, residence of the Australian High
Commissioner in London, with another to be planted
at the British High Commissioner’s garden in
Canberra.
We will distribute separate emails with reminders for
membership renewals and invitations to the
upcoming events, but please refer to our Branch
website http://www.britozwest.org.uk which has
booking forms and details of our events as well as a
lot of other interesting materials.
Finally, we all send out best wishes to our President
Richard Pavitt for a speedy recovery from his ongoing
health problems. Also, thank you to Eva Hamilton who
helped draft this newsletter.
Keith Newton
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The past few months have been excitingly busy for
many members of the West Country Branch, with
events in London and locally drawing good crowds
and interesting speakers.

Arthur Phillip ABC Documentary
Viewing and Supper at The Bath and
County Club

Following the film members took the opportunity to
join Sir Roger and Councillor Beath for dinner and
coffee.

Monday 23rd November:

The following is the reference to access the ABC
website for an article by the producer, Scott Bevan,
explaining the story behind the documentary:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-06-30/arthurphillip-uncovering-life-man-built-modernaustralia/6581794

We will also include this article on the branch web
site.

A full house, including members and local student
guests joined us to see the ABC documentary on
Admiral Arthur Philip recently released in Australia:
Arthur Philip: Governor, Sailor, Spy. A journey in the
footsteps of Australia’s remarkable Governor.
The Britain Australia Society featured prominently in
the documentary including our National Vice
Presidents, Sir Roger Carrick and Sir Christopher
Benson. We were fortunate to have Sir Roger
introduce the evening by providing some background
to Admiral Phillip, the making of the documentary,
and the producer Scott Bevan. It really made the
audience better understand and appreciate the
viewing, and in some way feel part of the story.
It was excellent to have some good friends of the
branch attend including the Revd. Jonty Frith, the
Vicar at St Nicholas Church, together with his wife.
Also the immediate past Mayor of Bath, Councillor
Cherry Beath, and her husband.
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The Australia Day Service and
Luncheon - Wells Cathedral

The National President Peter Benson and his wife
Lesley Anne were among the members in attendance.

Lord Howell addressing the lunch

This year the Australia Day Service and luncheon for
the West Country Branch was held on Sunday 24th
January in Wells with members attending a glorious
Sung Matins service in the Quire at Wells Cathedral.
The service included a prayer for Australia and Lady
Heath read the reading from the New Testament. A
highlight was the singing by the girls from the Wells
Cathedral Choir.
Following the service, our members took a short walk
across the beautiful Cathedral Green to the open
gates of the Swan Terrace, which allowed us to enter
for lunch at the Swan Hotel. Thanks to Godfrey Hall’s
organising, we were extremely fortunate to have as
our guest speaker the Baron Howell of Guildford, PC.
Lord Howell, the Chairman of the Royal
Commonwealth Society. Lord Howell has long been an
active supporter of the Commonwealth, championing
the benefits of membership and lobbying for stronger
connections between the member nations.
Introduced by Sir Roger Carrick, he gave an excellent
presentation on of the Commonwealth, its size, role
and the benefits of membership, particularly the
business benefits of membership, which are often not
understood. He and Lady Howell were kind enough to
drive from Berkshire to join us for the luncheon.

Members Professor Christie Slade, Keith Newton, Mrs
Leslie Anne Benson and Mrs Kay Pavitt outside the
Cathedral
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An evening with HRH the Duke of
Edinburgh

served as High Sheriff for Somerset (2008) and chaired
the Somerset Crimebeat Trust. She and her husband
live near Shepton Mallet and we look forward to
welcoming them at future Brit-Oz events.

Unveiled on Bennett Street

The High Commissioner, Alexander Downer, Prince
Phillip, Peter Benson and Sir Christopher Benson.
To celebrate the 45th Anniversary of the establishment
of the Britain-Australia Society (1971 seems so
recently!) HRH the Duke of Edinburgh was kind
enough to host a cocktail party at St James’ Palace,
London on the 18th of February 2016. Entering
through grand Henry VIII rooms bedecked in antique
weaponry – the question that sprang to mind was, of
course, which of these blades were used for the heads
of his various wives – it was an intimate evening with
only 150 members attending.

The catering and wine, a complex and delicious
Chardonnay, were fit for royalty and the guests were
each introduced to His Royal Highness. A fantastically
funny speech capping the evening left most of the
guests chortling. It was an evening to remember, and
one that Eva Hamilton, the newest member of the
West Country Branch Committee, hopes is repeated
for the 50th Anniversary in 2021.

A New Lord-Lieutenant Governor
of Somerset

A new plaque at Admiral Phillip’s home on Bennett St,
Bath, has been unveiled. Admiral Phillip lived at
number 19 Bennett Street for eight years, until his
death in 1814. The yearly memorial service, held at St
Nicholas Church Bathampton where the Admiral is
buried, is a highlight of the West Country’s yearly
activities, and his importance to Australia cannot be
overstated. The new plaque is a fitting tribute to this
intrepid founding Governor of New South Wales.

Updates:
In the August 2015 newsletter we told you all about
Robert Bush, originally of Bristol, who emigrated to
Western Australia and, among his many accolades,
help fund and found the WACA, still in use today in
Perth. His return to Bristol in 1904 saw him settle
again in Bristol, and with the advent of war in 1914
the large house in which he lived, (Bishops Knoll), was
converted to a hospital. Treating over 2000
Australians over the duration of the war, the house
was purchased after Bush’s death for use as an
educational institution until it was demolished in
1973. The gardens and arboretum at Bishops Knoll
have garnered much attention of late, and a new
plaque from Australia will be unveiled in the coming
summer on August 24 with West Country Branch
members of the Society invited. See below
forthcoming events.

Dame Elizabeth, Lady Gass DCVO JP, has been a wellknown figure at Britain-Australia events in the West
Country since she became Lord-Lieutenant in 1998. In
2015, however, she retired and has been succeeded
by Mrs Anne Maw. Mrs Maw was a Nurse and
originally trained at Westminster Hospital. She has
been a guide at Wells Cathedral since 1999, and in
2002 became a paraplegic as a result of a riding
accident. Despite being in a wheelchair, she has
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Forthcoming events
ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS
Sunday 24th April 2016

–

The 2016 Branch ANZAC Day Lunch and Service will be
again held at the Officer’s mess at Warminster and at
Sutton Veny Church on Sunday 24th April 2016.
Invitations will be soon distributed and posted on the
branch web site.

*******************

Unveiling of the Memorial at Bishops
Knoll Bristol – Wednesday August 24th
2016
An invitation from the Woodland Trust for our
members to attend on August 24, the unveiling of a
memorial at Bishops Knoll Wood, near Bristol, to
commemorating the use of Bishops Knoll as a WWI
hospital for Australian troops.
Event details, directions and access will be made
available closer to the event and published on the
web site.

SERVICES

http://www.tesco.com/wine/zone/default.aspx?name=brit
ain-australia-society

Click here for details of the latest wine club offers
from the Britain-Australia Wine Club
********************

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Admiral Phillip Birthday Commemoration
Service and Lunch – Monday October
10th, 2016
Our traditional Admiral Arthur Phillip Church Service
and Lunch will be held at St Nicholas Church,
Bathampton on Monday October 10, 2016. It will be
followed by lunch at the Bailbrook Hotel. Details and
booking forms will be available closer to the event.

Australia Day Service and Lunch 2017 –
Sunday January 29th, 2017

Finally, a reminder that subscriptions for 2016/17 are
due on April 1st. Payments can be made by cheque
(made out to: Britain-Australia Society, West Country
Branch) and sent to the address below. Alternatively
you can pay by bank transfer, details available on
request. Your continued support is important to us
and we hope you will wish to continue to be part of
these exciting events.
Lorna MacDougall
Branch Administrator
13 Rockliffe Road
Bath BA2 6QN

We have organised for it to be held at the beautiful
Abbey Church at Downside School with a lunch
provide at the Weld dining room. Lord Julian Fellowes
has tentatively confirmed his acceptance to speak.
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