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To West Country Branch Members of the Britain-Australia Society

BRANCH NEWSLETTER NOVEMEBER 2015
Note from the Chairman - Keith Newton
Dear Members,
Welcome to the November 2015 newsletter, and
especially welcome to Lorna MacDougall, our new
branch administrator, who has taken over from Lucy
Townsend. I would like to thank Lucy for her support of
the Branch over the past year. Also welcome to Eva
Hamilton who has joined our branch committee.

It was wonderful to see so many at our Admiral Arthur
Phillip Birthday commemorations service at
Bathampton. St Nicholas church was again beautifully
prepared by the church wardens and volunteers, the
flowers and welcome tea and coffee fantastic, and the
new Vicar, the Revd. Jonty Frith led an excellent
service. It was great to spend time with him and his
family over lunch, and I think he is a great replacement
for our long-term friend, the prior vicar, Revd. Paul
Burden.

I have also received a lot of very positive feedback from
the lunch at Bailbrook House, especially regarding our
guest speaker, Mrs. Nicky Downer, who was a real
breath of fresh air, and extremely entertaining. Thank
you to the many who were involved in organising the
day, and helped make it such a success

This newsletter is a few weeks late, as I have been
traveling to Melbourne and Sydney, and the Far East.
In Australia the appointment of Malcolm Turnbull, as
the new Prime Minister seems to be very popular, and
the economy still fairly positive despite the downturn
in the mining sector caused by the slowdown in
Chinese Exports. I also spent a few days in business and
with friends in Hong Kong and attended the annual
Seoul International Business Advisors Committee

(SIBAC) conference in Korea, where I was thrilled to be
awarded an honorary Citizenship of Seoul in
recognition of my long-term commitment to Seoul and
my role as a SIBAC advisor since 2001.

Unfortunately my travels forced me to miss the Rugby
World Cup Final, which I wanted to attend after seeing
the Wallabies play Fiji in Cardiff, and then England at
Twickenham. The Wallabies, of course were based in
the West Country in Bath and Sir Roger Carrick
represented the society at the Bath City welcome. (see
article in this newsletter). Also, through the Society, I
hosted a table at the Australian Rugby Foundation
dinner at Australia House London, where we got to
listen and meet the coaching staff led by Michael
Cheika. However I had to be content with viewing the
final in the middle of the night at a rowdy Hong Kong
expat bar. Although the All Blacks, the better team,
won, Australia were valiant in defeat, and certainly
provided a great game. Also England (and Wales)
should be congratulated for staging such a fantastic
event.

Finally I wish to remind you of the upcoming branch
events including the viewing of the ABC documentary
on Arthur Phillip introduced by Sir Roger at the Bath &
County Club on November 23; Our Annual Australia
Day service and lunch this years at Well Cathedral on
January 24 and the nearby Swan hotel where we will
hear from Lord Howell, President of the RCC; and The
ANZAC Day commemoration lunch and service to be
held again at Sutton Veny on April 24, 2016.

Please book for these and other events from the
branch Web site: http://www.britozwest.org.uk
Keith Newton

Admiral
Arthur
Philip
Birthday
Commemoration Service and Luncheon.

Worshipful the Mayor of Bath, Councillor William
Sandry gave a further toast and short speech.

This year the annual Arthur Philip Birthday celebrations
was held on Monday 12th October. We were fortunate
enough to have Mrs Nicola Downer AM as our key
speaker who attended with her husband, HE the Hon
Alexander Downer AC, Australian High Commissioner
to London. We had a number of distinguished guests
attending the event including The Right Worshipful the
Mayor of Bath, Councillor William Sandry; Commander
Richard Donnelly, the RAN Assistant Defence Adviser
and Chief of Staff, Australian Defence Staff (London);
National Britain-Australia Society Vice President Sir
Roger Carrick KCMG LVO; National BAS Chairman Mr
Peter Benson OAM; The Chairman of the BANES
Council, Cllr Ian Gilcrest; the former Chairman of
BANES Cllr Martin Veal; and the Head of Heritage
Services, BANES, Mr Stephen Bird.

Mrs Nicola Downer AM, Me Keith Newton and HE the
Hon Alexander Downer AM

Mrs Nicola Downer AC provided a highlight of the day
with a speech emphasising the role of the arts linking
our two countries and referring to the various
exhibitions recently held in London. It was a superbly
engaging and very amusing speech!

The day began with some light refreshments which
were followed by a wonderful service at St Nicholas
Church, Bathampton led by the recently appointed Rev
Jonty Frith. As always the service was attended by
children from Bathampton Primary School who were
addressed by the HE the Hon Alexander Downer AC and
presented with gifts by Mrs Leyanne Newton.
Ceremonial flowers were laid on the grave on Admiral
Arthur Philip which was followed by ‘Advance Australia
Fair’ and ‘God Save The Queen’.
Proceedings then continued at Bailbrook House with a
reception given by the Charter Trustees of the City of
Bath and a delicious lunch hosted by Keith Newton,
West Country Branch Chairman. The Loyal Toast was
proposed by Sir Roger Carrick KCMG LVO and The Right

Mrs Nicola Downer AM
The afternoon concluded with the annual presentation
of the Boomerang, this year Alan Cox awarded it to The
Mayor’s Office in recognition for many years of support

and assistance to the Britain-Australia Society. The
Boomerang was gratefully accepted by The Right
Worshipful the Mayor of Bath, Councillor William
Sandry.

World in Union, and clearly charmed the Wallabies,
whose Captain, Stephen Moore, made a point of
implying so in his brief and effective speech.
The Capping Ceremony was the other highlight of the
evening. Unprecedentedly, all the Australian visitors,
including physios and bag carriers, were also presented
with well designed ‘participation medals’. Delightfully,
the team later appeared outside the Abbey on their
way to the Pump Room, chatting to children and to
whoever was about.
In his speech, Bill Beaumont referred to the discovery
of Australia. In a good and enjoyable conversation with
him after the event, a Branch member told him about
Governor Phillip, and about the memorial
sculpture. He
undertook
to
visit
it.
(RJC)

Alan Cox and The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Bath,
Councillor William Sandry

Admiral Arthur Phillip Memorial Statue,
Bath.

Australian Rugby Team Welcome.

The Symbolic Broken Chain and Smart New
Information Panel

On 15th September, at the Assembly Rooms, Bath
conducted a welcome ceremony for the Australian
Rugby Team, who are staying in Bath for the Rugby
World Cup.

It was a happy occasion, with good humour and the
right amount of Anglo-Australian banter. Some
members may have seen part of the ceremony on
Points West TV news. The Vice President of the
International Rugby Board, Oregan Hoskins (of South
Africa), and Bill Beaumont, Chairman of the RFU and,
of course, former England Captain, spoke well and
humorously. The choir of senior young ladies of
Maynard School performed the World Cup song, The

One element of the original brief for the Bath stone
base of the Arthur Phillip Memorial sculpture was to
carve a symbolic chain with a link severed, to pay
tribute to one of Phillip’s many humanitarian acts, this
one taken soon after what later came to be known as
the First Fleet weighed anchor off Portsmouth and
began its epic and so successful voyage. Phillip had the
convicts’ chains broken, to give them a measure of
freedom and exercise. Despite taking eight months
and over 15,000 nautical miles, the First Fleet voyage

set enduring records for healthiness – far and above
that of far shorter transatlantic convict passages. That
was due to Phillip’s prescient and extensive
provisioning (ahead of his time), and to his care for the
health of all aboard his ships. One of his officers wrote
“never were prisoners so taken care of”. A convict
praised Phillip’s humanity and “regard to our health
and happiness .... allowing us every indulgence which
prudence …. would authorise.” It is good to note that
the chain has now been broken, thanks to stone
sculptor extraordinary, Nigel Fenwick. The Chairman
of the B-A Society Education Trust and member of this
Branch, Sir Christopher Benson was particularly keen
that the chain should be broken. Have another look at
the memorial sculpture across Bennet Street from the
Phillips’s house at No.19: it is weathering nicely.

events. As well as focusing on life in the trenches and
the battles fought, the project follows the men around
the camps where they trained, the hospitals where
they were treated, the transport ships in which they
sailed, medals and awards won and, for those who fell,
to their final resting place.
In bringing to life the experiences of these highly
representative infantrymen through daily news
postings on the project website and social media,
'Following the Twenty-Second' offers a unique
opportunity to inform Australians about the vital role
their ancestors played in the Great War.
The project's author, Greg Stephens, is a grandson of
one of the 5th/22nd, 2394 Private George Stephens,
MM, from Port Melbourne. Greg says, 'Like many of his
generation, George didn't speak of his experiences in
the war and it wasn't until the family researched
records in the National Archives of Australia that his
story of courage emerged.' Inspired to continue this
research, Greg unearthed more about George and his
comrades and decided to tell their story, providing a

The stylish and effective framed information panel now
well placed in the garden site of the Arthur Phillip
Memorial Sculpture. Warm thanks to the Head of
BANES Heritage Services, Stephen Bird, who
masterminded it, and its financing.

fascinating insight into the life of Australia's

Following the Twenty-Second - Update

To ‘follow the Twenty-Second’, visit www.anzac-22nd-

Continuing from our last newsletter please find the
recent press release below:

battalion.com to read the story so far, follow on Twitter

Melbourne, Victoria, September 5, 2015: The web-based
First World War commemorative project ‘Following the
Twenty-Second’ reaches a significant new milestone on
the centennial of the landing of the 22nd Battalion AIF at
Gallipoli.

Facebook ‘Anzac 100 22nd Battalion’.

infantrymen from Gallipoli to the horrors of the
Somme in 1916 to the pivotal role they played in
winning the war in 1918.

‘Anzac 22nd Battalion’, and join the community on

With a focus on the individual service records of the
154 men in the 5th reinforcements of the Victorian
based 22nd Battalion, along with unit diaries, personal
letters and diaries, plus official histories, 'Following the
Twenty-Second' is publishing as 'news' how the men
lived, fought and died exactly 100 years after the real

Vale Sir Geoffrey Errington.

The West Country Branch President regrets to advise
members that Sir Geoffrey Errington Bt OBE passed
away on 3rd October 2015. The Branch sends
condolences to Lady Errington on behalf of the
members who knew him and our Chairman Keith G
Newton.
Sir Geoffrey was a much respected and beloved
Honorary Director, later Director-General, of the
Society, from 1998 until his retirement in 2010. He was
a source of ideas, inspiration, and wisdom for
members.
He managed the accounts and
administration, and much more, with a sure, light and
admirable touch. His policy proposals were always well
thought through and sound; and he delivered, every
time. He had many other interests too, as Colonel of his
regiment and in fine work at Harefield hospital on drug
addiction, to name but two. Yet he was always there
when – and often before – the Society needed him. He
was a firm supporter of this Branch. Sir Geoffrey’s
gentlemanly contribution to the Society was
invaluable: he will be sorely missed.
·

Our national Chairman, Peter Benson OAM,
represented the Society’s Patron, HRH The Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, at the Duke’s request. This
Branch was represented by Sir Christopher Benson DL
at the funeral that was on 28th October at St Mary the
Virgin Church, Sellindge, Kent.
Richard Pavitt, West Country Branch President.

Forthcoming events
Monday 23rd November:
Admiral Arthur Phillip Documentary Viewing and
Supper at The Bath and County Club
Join us for this rare opportunity to see the ABC
documentary on Admiral Arthur Philip, recently
released in Australia:
Arthur Philip: Governor, Sailor, Spy. A journey in the
footsteps of Australia’s remarkable Governor.
Following the film there is an opportunity to stay and
have a two course supper with tea and coffee.
Timings/Format:
18:15 Arrival and welcome drink
18:30 Viewing begins
20:00 Dinner will be served
Cost:
£5 for the documentary viewing
£20 for supper

NB: Booking for this event closes on Tuesday 10th
November.
Australia Day Service and Luncheon
Sunday 24TH January 2016
We are very pleased to announce that next years’
service will be held at Wells Cathedral followed by a
celebratory 3 course lunch, at The Swan hotel.
We are delighted to have as our keynote speaker, Lord
Howell, the President of the Royal Commonwealth
Society. Educated at Eton and then Kings College,
Cambridge he has held several high government
positions under Margaret Thatcher and more recent
prime ministers .He spent four years as a leader writer
and special correspondent on the Daily Telegraph. He
has been a strong supporter of the Commonwealth for
a long time.
Further guests, dignitaries and exact timings will be
announced in due course.
Cost:
£37.50 (Members)
£42.50 (Guests)
Please see the attached booking form for this event
ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATIONS - 24th April 2016
The 2016 Branch ANZAC Day Lunch and Service will be
again held at the Officer’s mess at Warminster and at
Sutton Very Church on Sunday 24th April 2015.
Details of these will be soon posted on the branch web
site in the future Branch Newsletter.

Royal Commonwealth Society
Christmas Lunch
To be held in the presence of the Mayor
12.30 p.m. Thursday 3rd December 2015 Bath Cricket
Club
North Parade Bridge Road, Bath. BA2 4EX
Speaker:
Sam Hollingshead from Bath Spa University on his RCS
Bath and District sponsored visit to Jamaica to
research the Slave Trade and Bath.
Members and non- members are welcome.
Cost:
£22.50 (RCS and ESU members)
£24.00 (non members)
£12.00 (Students)
(A two course meal including welcome drink, coffee &
mince pies)

Booking for this event closes on 20th November.
Tel: 01225 427369 email:emmaharris3@gmail.com
*******************
SERVICES

http://www.tesco.com/wine/zone/default.aspx?name=brit
ain-australia-society

Click here for details of the latest wine club offers from
the Britain-Australia Wine Club
********************
Finally, a reminder that subscriptions for 2015/16 were
due on 1 April. If you have not yet paid for the coming
year, payments can be made by cheque (made out to:
Britain-Australia Society, West Country Branch) and
sent to the address below. Alternatively you can pay by
bank transfer, details available on request. Your
continued support is important to us and we hope you
will wish to continue to be part of these
exciting events.
Lorna MacDougall
Branch Administrator
13 Rockliffe Road
Bath BA2 6QN

