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THE BRITAIN-AUSTRALIA SOCIETY 
WEST COUNTRY BRANCH

BRISTOL - CORNWALL - DEVON - DORSET - GLOUCESTERSHIRE - SOMERSET – WILTSHIRE 

To West Country Branch Members of the Britain-Australia Society 

BRANCH NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2016

Note from the Chairman - Keith Newton 

Dear Members and Friends, 

It is with great sadness that we mark the death of our 

President and ex-chairman, Richard Pavitt. To say 

Richard has been the heart and sole of the branch 

over more than a decade would be an 

understatement. We pass our sympathy and 

condolences to his wife Kay and daughter Elizabeth at 

this tragic time.  

However sad, I know Richard wanted his legacy to 

continue with the Britain-Australia Society, 

particularly here in the West Country, and the 

committee will continue on with our normal activities 

and events including the upcoming January 29 

Australia Day Service and lunch at Downside Abbey, in 

which Richard had taken the lead in organising.  

We are delighted that Lord Julian Fellowes has agreed 

to speak to our lunch, which will follow a service being 

held at the Abbey. Details are on the booking form on 

our website.  

Looking back at the branch activities over the past few 

months it was especially pleasing to see so many join 

the High Commissioner and his wife, and the Mayor 

and Mayorress of Bath on October 10 at our Admiral 

Phillip Birthday Anniversary service and lunch. It was a 

most enjoyable day highlighted by the talk given by 

Prof Richard Freyer on the building of the Sydney 

Opera House  

At the lunch we awarded the Branch Boomerang for 

2016 to the Admiral Arthur Phillip Education Trust 

with Trustee, Sally Martin accepting it on the trusts 

behalf. 

I would especially like to thank committee Member 

David Leonard for organising a new plaque and its 

unveiling by the High Commissioner at 19 Bennett St, 

Admiral Phillip’s Bath residence, also on October 10 

The High Commissioner and Mayor of Bath 

On August 25 our Patron, Sir Jay Tidmarch and other 

members of the branch represented the Society at the 

unveiling of a plaque by the Woodland Trust at 

Bishops Knoll, Bristol. The plaque commemorates the 

role of the Bush family in allowing their home at 

Bishops Knoll to be used as an Australian military 

hospital during WWI 

At the National level we held a combined branch 

chairman’s meeting on September 8 to discuss the 

role of the branches in furthering the goals of the 

Society; share knowledge of our activities; and explore 

ways in which we can better work together. Five of 

the eight branches were represented. On October 

12th the National Society celebrated its 45th 

anniversary at the Commonwealth Bank’s Office, 

London. Along with excellent speeches and historical 

photos, there was an amazing collection from the 

Society archives of memorabilia from the past 45 

years.  

Along with the Australia Day Commemoration, we will 

be continuing our annual ANZAC Day and Admiral 

Phillip Birthday activities in 2017. I look forward to 

your attendance at these and other events, and to 

your continued support throughout the New Year  

Keith 
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VALE – RICHARD PAVITT 
1937 – 2016 

Branch President 
Former Branch Chairman 
National BAS Committee Member 
Admiral Phillip Education Trust - Trustee. 

You will have heard of the very sad passing of our 
President, Richard, on 5th November. 
Richard was more than our President: he was a warm 
and good friend to us all, one who was always 
thinking and working in our and our Branch’s 
interests. We send our deep and sincere condolences 
to Kay, and hope that she will take pride in all that 
Richard unfailingly did for the Branch over many years 
as Chairman and later President. We feel proud 
indeed to have known him, and regret his passing 
enormously. 

Richard’s funeral took place at All Saints Church, 
Martock, on Friday 18th November at 11.00 am. Kay’s 
request was for no flowers, but donations can be 
made to St Margaret’s Hospice and/or to the Britain-
Australia Society Education Trust to Irish & Denman, 
Funeral Director, Palmer St, South Petherton TA13 
5DB. 

Tribute as published on the National BAS 
Web Site 
Published 5th November 

It is with very heavy heart that we relate the news 
that the President of the West Country Branch of the 
Britain-Australia Society passed away in his sleep in 
the early hours of this morning. 
Richard Pavitt was longstanding Chairman of that 
branch and more recently voted as its President. It has 
been by far the most dynamic of the branches, leading 
the way for the others, and that was entirely down to 
Richard’s enthusiasm, energy, commitment and 
persistence. 
He had also been a Board Member of the Society and 
Trustee of the Britain-Australia Society Education 
Trust. For the latter organization he was at the centre 
of the many wide-ranging commemorative events in 
July 2014 and the success of those was firmly a result 
of his contribution. 
We will miss Richards’s guidance and friendship very 
much and pass our deep condolences to his wife Kay 
and their family. 
http://britain-australia.org.uk/news/2016/11/vale-

richard-pavitt/pavitt_richard1/ 

http://britain-australia.org.uk/news/2016/11/vale-richard-pavitt/pavitt_richard1/
http://britain-australia.org.uk/news/2016/11/vale-richard-pavitt/pavitt_richard1/


3 

ADMIRAL ARTHUR PHILLIP BIRTHDAY 

COMMEMORATION: ST. NICHOLAS 

BATHHAMPTON AND THE BAILBROOK 

HOUSE HOTEL – OCTOBER 10 2016

It was so wonderful to see so many members and 

guests at our Annual Arthur Phillip Birthday 

Commemoration on October 10, 2016 

Our guests  included The High Commissioner for 

Australia, HE The Hon Alexander Downer AC and his 

wife Nicky; The Right Worshipful The Mayor of Bath, 

Councillor Paul Crossley and the Mayoress Margaret 

Crossley; and the National BAS Chairman Peter 

Benson and his wife Lesley-Ann. 

The service at St Nicholas Church Bathhampton was 

excellent, and the vicar Revd Jonty Firth led a 

memorable service showing his increasing 

appreciation of the special relationship between St 

Nicholas and the nation of Australia, and the special 

place held by Australia for Admiral Phillip, who is of 

course buried in the Church.  

Children from the local Bathhampton School again 

attended the service and listened intently to the High 

Commissioner talk about Phillip and in particular his 

relationship with the indigenous people occupying 

Australian at the time of Phillip’s arrival.  

HC Speaking at St Nicolas Church to local School 

Children and Congregation. 

A wreath was laid on Admiral Phillip's grave by the 

High Commissioner and National BAS Chairman.  

The wreath on Admiral Phillips Grave 

We then moved to the newly renovated Bailbrook 

Hotel for the Reception given by The Charter Trustees 

of the City of Bath in the presence of The Right 

Worshipful the Mayor of Bath, Councillor Paul 

Crossley, followed by our lunch. 

After lunch we were entertained by an excellent 

presentation by our guest speaker, Professor Richard 

Frewer on the building of Sydney Opera House and 

how it has come the signify the country of Australia. 

Although not for publication, copies of the speech are 

available from Keith Newton. 
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Unveiling of a New Plaque at Admiral 

Phillip's Final Residence in Bath, 19 

Bennett St

David Leonard and Keith Newton preparing the 

plaque for the unveiling 

The Australian High Commissioner, Alexander Downer 

unveiled a new Plaque at Admiral Arthur Phillip's final 

residence in Bath on the morning of October 10, 

before our Birthday commemoration church service 

that day 

The Plaque, affixed to the wall at 19 Bennett St 

replaced one placed previously by Branch in 2005. 

The plaque, which was funded by the HC reads  

“Father of modern Australia” which better reflects the 

way in which Australia now likes to commemorate 

Phillip’s role in the creation of the modern nation of 

Australia.  

Committee member David Leonard took lead in 

designing and sourcing the plaque, installing it, and 

organising the unveiling including the attendance by a 

number of important Bath City dignitaries including 

the Mayor, Councillor Paul Crossley and a number of 

other councillors from the Bath & North East 

Somerset (BANES) council; local government officials 

including Mr Stephen Bird, Head of Heritage Services; 

and representative from CURO, the local housing 

company that owns the property.  

The unveiling was reported in a number of local 

newspapers including the Bath Chronicle 

http://www.bathchronicle.co.uk/new-plaque-at-bath-

home-of-founder-of-modern-australia/story-

29812931-detail/story.html 

The High Commissioner Unveiling the Plaque 

National BAS Chairmen, Peter Benson with the new 

Plaque 
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Programme from the 1972 Admiral 
Arthur Phillip Birthday Commemoration. 

The Admiral Phillip Birthday Commemoration service 

has been held since at least 1945, initially at Mary-le-

Bow, then St Nicholas Bathhampton where the church 

was expanded by the additional of the Australian 

Chapel over his actual grave which was originally in 

the entrance porch. 

Cath Constance (centre) at the 2017 Admiral Phillip 

Birthday Commemoration Lunch, Bathhampton 

Branch Member, Cath Constance, has the programme 

of the 1972 commemoration, which she attended 

with her mother. Interesting to note it was which was 

hosted by the Royal Commonwealth Society of Bath & 

District (see below for the days menu signed by Cath 

and her Mother) 

The menu from the 1972 Admiral Arthur Phillip 

Birthday commemoration lunch 
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2016 Branch Boomerang Awarded to the 

Admiral Arthur Phillip Education Trust 

The 2016 Branch Boomerang was awarded for service 

to Britain-Australian relations in the West Country to 

the Admiral Arthur Phillip Education Trust. 

Receiving the award on behalf of Chairman Sir 

Christopher Benson, was Trustee Sally Martin.  

AAP Trustee Sally Martin and National BAS VP Sir 

Roger Carrick. 

Sally explained the work completed by the trust since 

its establishment 2 years ago to fund education for 

British and Australian students in each other’s 

respective countries following Phillip’s principles and 

ideas. The first British student is currently studying in 

Australia.  

She also explained how the scholarships will cover not 

only university studies but also trade apprentices.  

Sally also announced the publishing of a book, on the 

Admiral Arthur Phillip Education Trust that can be 

purchased from the Branch. 

. 

Book – Admiral Arthur Phillip Trust 

A beautiful pictorial book, titled Admiral Arthur Phillip 
A Lasting Legacy has been published by the Admiral 
Phillip Education Trust to commemorate and record 
the 2014 bicentennial events including the prominent 
memorials installed to ensure the legacy of his 
memory.  The book documents the happy occasion 
and remarkable history surrounding this extraordinary 
man. 

The Branch has copies of the book, Admiral Phillip A 
lasting Legacy, which can be purchased for £20 by 
emailing the branch Administrator, Kath Lilley  at 
klbritishaustralia@gmail.com  
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Commemorative Plaque at Bishops Knoll, 
The Bush Family Home, Bristol Unveiling -
August 24, 2016 
  
Sir Jay Tidmarch, Keith Newton, Godfrey Hall and a 
number of other members represented the branch at 
the unveiling of a plaque by the Woodlands Trust at 
Bishop’s Knoll Forrest Bristol. 
 

Helen Wilde, The High Sherriff of Bristol, Lt Colonel 

Arthus Tsamis - Australian Defence Staff, Woodland 

Trust members and direct descendants of the Bush 

family with the plaque 

The plaque  (funded by the Aust. Dept. of Vets. 

Affairs) commemorates the role of the Bush family in 

allowing their home to be used as an Aust. military 

hospital during WWI. It replaces an earlier plaque. 

Friends of Bishops Knoll member, Dr Christopher 
Stephens, has published a book on the Bush family 
and Bishops Knoll titled “Brisrol’s Australian Pioneer: 
The Story of Robert Bush and His Bishop’s Knoll WW1 
Hospital” 
 

                

 

Copies of the book can be obtained from Bristol Books 

-  www.bristolbooks.org/downloads/bristols-

australian-pioneer/  

 

 

Branch Patron Sir Jay Tidmarsh at the new Bishops 

Knoll plaque unveiling. 

 

 

Keith Newton and Godfrey Hall  

 
 
The plaque was unveiled by the Sherriff of Bristol and 
direct surviving family members of the Bush family 
still living in the UK  
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William and Lawrence Bragg - Nobel Prize 
Winners Busts in Adelaide.  

In October after attending a meeting in Seoul Korea of 
the Seoul Mayor’s Advisory Committee I travelled to 
South Australia to visit my son who is studying at 
Adelaide University.  

After spending two days in South Korea discussing the 
topic of furthering Seoul’s Research & Development, 
and Innovation capabilities (with the “holy grail” of a 
Korean being awarded the Noble Prize), it was quite 
by chance on my first morning in Adelaide that I 
walked past the busts of two Noble Prize winners 
from Adelaide, William and Lawrence Bragg.  (Joint 
Physics – 1915) 

Busts of Nobel Prise Winners William and Lawrence 
Bragg, North Terrace, Adelaide. 

They are, of course the father and grandfather of our 
branch member Lady Heath.  Margaret will be pleased 
to know they looked resplendent on North Terrace 
outside the State museum, Art Gallery and 
Universities and are a proud testament to the 
contributions of both Australians and Britains to the 
scientific world.  

Forthcoming events 

Sunday 29th January 2017 
Australia Day Service and Luncheon 

The Branch Australia Day Service will be held at 
Downside Abbey with a celebratory lunch at 
Downside Abbey School. Lord Julian Fellowes has 
accepted our invitation to be guest speaker. 

Sunday 23rd April 2017: 

Annual ANZAC day lunch and service at St John the 
Evangelist Church, Sutton Veny and the Warminster 
Officers Mess.  

Monday 9th October 2017: 

Admiral Arthur Phillip Birthday Service and Lunch at 
St Nicholas, Bathhampton. 

SERVICES 

http://www.tesco.com/wine/zone/default.aspx?name=brit

ain-australia-society 

Click here for details of the latest wine club offers 
from the Britain-Australia Wine Club 

******************** 
Finally, a reminder that subscriptions for 2016/17 
were due on 1 April.  If you have not yet paid for the 
coming year, payments can be made by cheque (made 
out to: Britain-Australia Society, West Country Branch) 
and sent to the address below. Alternatively you can 
pay by bank transfer, details available on request. 
Your continued support is important to us and we 
hope you will wish to continue to be part of these  
Exciting events. 

Kath Lilley 
Branch Administrator 
5 Pines Way, Radstock, BA3 3EZ 

http://www.tesco.com/wine/zone/default.aspx?name=britain-australia-society
http://www.tesco.com/wine/zone/default.aspx?name=britain-australia-society

